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PREAMBLE

Article 14 of  the Constitution of United Republic of Tanzania
of 1977.

      “Every person has the right to live
and to protection of life by the society
in accordance with law”.
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REPORT ON ROAD SAFETY

In 1993 the Law Reform Commission of Tanzania on its own motion commenced a research on
the law governing Road Safety. Due to financial problems, it remained dormant until its resuscitation
in 1999. The Commission aimed at examining the following issues centred on the Law governing
Road Safety:-
(i) The causes of ever-continuing cases of accidents on the road.

(ii) Whether the existing law on road traffic provides sufficient
management and deterrence.

(iii)  Whether the Road Traffic Act and allied legislation are in tune with the ever changing
demands of road use.

(iv)    What interventions are needed to improve the current legal and
    regulatory framework for road traffic management.

The Commission has completed the assignment through extensive research and Public hearing
countrywide. By virtue of S. 14(1) of the Law Reform Commission of Tanzania Act 1980, The
Commission has the honour to submit the report on the subject under reference.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
THE ROAD SAFETY

THE STUDY:
In 1993, The Law Reform Commission on its own motion decided to undertake this study. By virtue of s.9
of the Law Reform Commission of Tanzania Act No. 11 of 1980, the Commission may undertake an
examination of any matter without waiting for a reference on it by the Attorney General. The section reads:

(1) The commission may subject to informing the Attorney General in that behalf, undertake the
examination of any matter without waiting for a reference on it by the Attorney General

This Report contains views and ideas of various stake holders gathered in workshops and seminars on this
important topic of Road Safety.

TERMS OF REFERENCE:
They require the Commission to examine the subject and come up with legal, management and social reform
recommendations as stated hereunder;

(a) The consideration and examination of various causes of road accidents.

(b) Examination of traffic cases and adequacy of sentences as provided for under  the Law i.e. Road
Traffic Act.

(c) Consideration and examination of the law governing the system of
compensation to victims of accidents.

(d) Any other matter relevant to the project.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
The Commission visited 10 regions of Tanzania mainland and conducted public hearings in almost every
district on the subject. The respective views obtained there from have been made use of in this Report.

CONSULTATIONS:

The Commission, while carrying out research on the project, consulted the following among others; officials
from the Ministry of Works, Traffic Police Department, Judiciary, BICO, TANROADs and the Faculty of
Law, University of Dar es Salaam. Various research reports from these groups were also consulted.
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THE CONTENT OF THE REPORT:

This is the first enquiry in Tanzania, which has considered in such depth legal issues relating to Road Safety.
The continuing rate of human carnage in road accidents which sparked Public outcry to the government-
arid its department urged the Law Reform Commission to research for a solution to the catastrophe with a
view to create road traffic safety.

The report is divided into seven chapters beginning with an introduction which looks at the historical
background of the problem of Road accidents. This chapter also touches on the policy (National Transport
Policy) in relation to the problem. The policy objectives are to strengthen regulations, enforcement and
public awareness for land and water transport, instilling good driving habits for road transport, reviewing
punitive measures and establishing appropriate institutional arrangement for efficient road network
management.

Further the policy envisages enhancement of road traffic management and safety, improving urban
accessibility and mobility through efficient land use planning.

In chapter two the statement of the problem examines in detail the magnitude of the problem nationally and
globally. The chapter points out how many deaths occur in a year statistically (e.g. 1.7 million people) and
how many are maimed (10 million people) in a year as a result of the problem. The chapter points to the
negative effects of the problem socially and economically to the entire society.

Chapter three is about the state of the law as it obtains in Tanzania. Basically these are the Road Traffic Act
1973, Import Control Ordinance Cap 292, The Transport Licensing Act 1973, Motor Vehicle Driving School
(Licensing) Act 1965, Motor Vehicle Insurance Ordinance (Cap. 169), Highway Ordinance and the Explosives
Ordinance.

Chapter four points out the various factors for accidents as being; the human factor i.e. accident caused by
negligence of drivers and other road users, Mechanical factor which is encompasses the accidents resulting
from defective vehicles, the environmental factor which is about the accidents resulting from bad roads and
the last factor is the road traffic management structure that focuses on the accidents emanating from the
absence of Road Traffic signs.

Chapter five of the report examines in detail systems of compensation to victims of accidents, and the
shortcomings thereof that lead to some of the victims going uncompensated.
Chapter six contains a comparative analysis between the Road Transport Law in Tanzania and those in other
countries particularly the SADC region. The chapter examines in detail the shortcomings in the law governing
Road safety and the Road Traffic management system in Tanzania.

Chapter seven provides for conclusions and recommendations of what should be done to cure shortcomings
and get rid of the said problem. The recommendations are such that the law governing road safety should
be amended, the management system should be adjusted and the public should be made aware of road
safety programme so as to curb the situation of insecurity.
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ABREVIATIONS

AIDS - Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome.
BAC - Blood Alcohol Concentration.
BICO - Bureau for Industrial Co-operation.
CBD - Central Business District.
EAC - East African Community.
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MoW - Ministry of Works.
TBS - Tanzania Bureau of Standards.
MAAP-5 - Microcomputer Accident Analysis Package Software.
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